FSU students design options
for the College Avenue area

By Lindsey Marshall
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College Avenue, which
connects Florida State
University's landmark
Westcott Building and
downtown Tullahassee, is
a gateway that doesn’t
quite live umo its signa-
ture potential.

But some promisi
ideas are percolating for
how to improve College
Avenue and the surround-

area.

Eleven students from
the Florida Planning and
Development Laboratory
B et
ning have mm a
way to make this area,
known as College Park,

more attractive and of
better use to the commu-

nity.

t}i'he College Park Dis-
trict Action Plan was
created in Fall 2012 with
the t's planner-
in-residence Lindsay
Stevens as lead faculty
member on the project,
and encompasses the area
inclading Call, Gaines,

Copeland and Duval
streets

The studio team has
p many changes
to the area that aim to
j‘enhanoe comfort and

made by the students is
tludevelq)mento&:ln
area su
amcmmnm

what is currently a park-

ing in order to
the available space.

“It would benefit visi-
tors to the Civic Center,”
Stevens said. “Right now
there's not really a place
mm?wparktheirm

get dinner or an ice
cream cone bsfmabu-

game.

The idea for redevel-
oping Park was
brought to the students
by Jay Revell, executive
director of Tallahassee
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uthority.
“1 started with College
Park before getting the

job, but now we're excit-

ed for the project,” Revell
said. “We see 1t as a natu-
ral extension of down-
town and we want to do
eV ing we can to see
that area thrive.”
Other suggestions
made by the team include
safety mea-

bicycle routes, adding
more street lighting, and

infrastructure is definite-
ly needed for the redevel-
opment 10 take place,”
Stevens said.

While envisioning the
changes 1o be made to
College Park, the students
did a variety of research
including looking at other
around the country, see-
ing what existing infra-
structure systems need
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improvements in the

: general
public wanted to see hap-
pen in the district.
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